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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMISSION APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
MILITARY TRIBUNAL PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 
OF THE ORDER OF TH! TRIBUNAL DATED 13 
MARCH 1946, 

18 July 1946, 


(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1015 HOURS.) 
COMMISSIONER; SA 


Martin - Havard. 

WERNER SCHAEFER, a witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 

THE COMMISSIONER; Riase your right hand and repeat this 
oath after me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 

THE COMMISSIONER: You may be seated, 

DR. BOEHM: Before I begin the hearing of this witness, I 
would like to make reference to an incerrect reporting, which resulted 
from a quotation used by the vrosecution on December 19, 1945 from the 
presentation of the book submitted by the presecution as Document US 432. 

THE COMMISSIONER; Are you referring to a mistake in transla- 
tion or to a mistake in reporting? 

DR. BOEHM: I refer to a mistake in translation. A transla— 


tion of the book, "Concentration Camp Oranienburg" By SA Sturmbannfuhrer 


Schaefer on paze 65. The prosecution claims that the quotation is: 


| ppoone those SA men were those who were the most trusted and who were the 
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toughest follewers, they were used as guardsmen and were given residence in 
the camp. By this measure it wes designed to have permanent guards aid a 
staff of experienced guards who were constantly prepared to be employed," 

The actual text of the questi is as follews: "The most reliable 
and oldest SA men were selected to serve as a permanent guardand to take 
residence within the camp. By that method we created a steff of experienced 
and always reaéy guardsmen. The sentence, which is contained in the other 
translation, that is the "Toughest" men were used for guardsmen is not contained 
in the original and cannot be concluded from the contents of the document. It 
is a correction of translation ef the quotation used by the prosecution 
on December 19, 1945 to the effect that the toughest snd the roughest follow- 
ers were used as guardsmen and police at this point. 

COLONEL JONES: I would like to say one word on that. It may be 
that it is due to an error in the translation, however, in the English version 
ef that exhibit, which is PS 2824, the word "toughest " is not used, nor can 
any senee of "toughness" be read into the English translation. The only xjut 
adjectives being used are "the most trusted and fittest." 

DR. BOEHM: The only means that I can empley are the original book 
and the minutes of the meeting of December 19th. I say the translation is 
incorrect i? tne words "the toughest" a=xtkexw do not appear on the original. 

CT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. BOEHM: 


Q What is your vocation? 
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A I am a Regierungsdirektor in the administration of Justice. 

Q And at the end, you were commander of the administration of criminal 
penal institutions Emsland. Were you a member of the Nazi party or any of 
its organizations? 

A Yes, since 1928 I was a mender of the party and since then too I have 
belonged to the SA, 

Q Since when did you hold the rank of an SA Oberfuehrer? 

Since 1938. 


When were you commandant of the concentration camp Oranienburg? 


Since March, 1933 until March 1934 inclusive. 


When was that camp built? 
The camp was built in March of 1933. 
By whose initiative wae it built. 

A The camp was created by order of the SA Standarte 208. I think at 
that time I was ordered by the Commandant SA Standartenfuehrer, who had 
explained to me that he had received his instructions from the competent 
SA group, which in turn had receives its orders from the Prussian minister’ 
ef the Interier and Prussian Minister President. 

Q Who was the guard of that camp? 

A SA men, who were made deputy volicemen for that purpose, 

Q Did these men have to underge certain examinations as to their fitness 
for such guard duty or could any SA men serve in that function? 

A Those candidates were examined *s to their previous career and their 
charecter and the police had to testify that there was no elements of any 


kind against them. In regard to your second question, I should state that 


not every SA man became an assistant policeman - only the examined SA men and 
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only they in a limited number were made available to the police as 
assistant policemen. They were characterized by a wide arm band, which 
was stamped by the police force, 

Q Would that mean that those people were supervised and under the 
orders of the police? 

A Yes, they were made =:vailable to the police in their function as 
SA men. 

Q And for how long a period of time in that case? 

A It was a temporary measure taken at that time. 

Q Ise it correct that that mesure was in effect only from March, 

1933 until the fall of 19%? 

A As far as I can remember that is correct and that method was used 
only during that period of time. 

Q Were you commandant of the concentration camp Oranienburg in your 
capacity as a member of the SA or rather as a member of the administration 
of the state and police? 

A At thet time I was competent leader of the SASturmbann Oranienburg 
and therefore I was requested to serve as commandant of that camp. However, 
I was told#thet I had been taken into consideration and was a candidate for 
office in the German State Police in Berlin. I was told by the SA 
Standartenfuehrer Schulze-Wechsungen that I was expected to function efficiently 
in that capacity since I had experience in pelice work. 

Q What category of prisoners were kept in the Camp Oranienburg? 


4A ‘There was a variety of orisoners. First, there was a group of 


J 
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political enemies, which we called activisits; secondly, there was a 

group of National Socialists who had been put into the camp because they 
had violated party disciplince, Also we kept in Oranienburg informers 

who against their better knowledge had reported personal enemies at that 
time. There was also kept there a small group of foreigners, who were 
symvathizere with the Nazi party and they were kept there because one 
anticipated difficulties in the field of foreign relations on their be- 
half. If you are interested, I do remember two names, one was the xuxt het~ 
man of the Ukraine, Poltavitz-Ostranitza and he was a leader of the Ukraines. 
There was also the leader of the Russian Natioma&l Socialistic group at that 
time, whose name I cannot remember unfortunately. 

Q You mentioned before that there was in the camp National Socialists 
who had violated the party disciplince. What was the naturee of those 
violations of disciplince? 

A At that time it had become necessary to put a stop, under any cir= 
cumstances, to all individual excesses, nevertheless individual cases of 
such excesses did take place and they were punished immediately by arrest 
and those people were put in the éamp, 

Q Would you count among those individual cases the so-called Binzelaktionen? 
This means individual excesses as directed against Jews? 

A Yes, I remember as case in which two SA leaders were involved.xx They 
ietebeiirewbeensee Wessels and they were both put in the concentration 
camp Oranienberg because they hed beaten a member of the Jewish race and this 


took place in Unter Den Linden in Berlin. 
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Q What was the legal basis for being put into the concentration 
camp Oranienburg? | 

A The police issued an order that the individuel should be put into 
protective custody. 

Q It was therefore a police measure? 

A Yes, 

Q For what kind of work were the people who worked in protective 
custody used? 

A They were used for all kinds of domestic activities and similer work 
in the camp and for the cultivation of the soil in Oraniensburg and in sur- 
rounding places. 

Q& Were these prisoners badly treated by the guards? 

A Bad treatment was strictly forbidden. 

Q Dia you, in your capacity as commandant of the camp, receive any 
complaints from the prisoners in regard to bad treatment? 

A I cannot remember any individual complaints. 

Q Have you heard or did you have any knowledge or complaints on any 
situations, which would not be permissable. 

A In my capacity as commandant of the camp, I took care personal’y of 
the complaints and I dealt personally with these complaints. I can remember 
I received some complaints in this respect. 

Q Do I understand rightly you have had knowledge of individual cases of 
bad treatment? 


A Yes - individual cases. 
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Q Did you take any measures against these immediately? 

A Yes, 

Q Were there any executions in the camp during the time the cam 
was guarded by members of the SA? 

4 Wo and noone wae placed before a firing squad because of attempted 
escapes. 

Q As long as you were commandant of the camp, were there any machines 
for torturing prisoners or exterminating them? 

A Wo. 

Q When you left your post as commandant of the post, who guarded the 
camp afterwards? 

A When I left the camp, members of the SA continued their activities, 
but after June 13, 1934 the SS took over, 

Q The prosecution has submitted Decument 423 and I quote from page 
1550 of the minutes of December 19, 1945: Q@Among *hemm the members of the 
SA, those were selected who were most trustworthy ey A the toughest 
comrades, they were selected as guards and billeted in the camp./ Firet, it 
was the general idea to have permanent guards and a staff of experienced 
guards who would always be ready for action," As I have already mentioned 
this quotation is wrong, however, in the beginning you were the first 
commandant of the camp? 

A Yes, I was, 

Q Did you want to give to this quogation the sense it should have ané 
not as quoted from the minutes of December 19, 1945? What was the real purpose 


of your mentioning this fact on Page 65 of your book? 
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A This was not my purpose, The words trustworthy was only referred 
to in the personality of the SA men in question. I have already mentioned 
in the beginning, these men were selected according to their police 
record and according to their past, They had really to be alright. 

In this sense, I attempted to express their trustworthiness and re- 
liability. 

Q For whet length of time were these camps intended? 

A It was only provisional measures. We had no special time in 
mind, We considered these camps as an instrument which would only last 
as long as it was necessary te consolidate the situation at that time. 

Q Did you, on the ground of possible excesses, punish guards at 
the camp? 

A I can remember in 1933 that two SA Sturmbannfuhrers, who wad been 
assigned to a camp in Berlin to Graf Helldorf, who was at that time in 
charge of that section, These cases were not really serious of fenses. It 
was more of a violation of the camp disciplince. They did not execute the 
orders as I gave them and in the long run they would have endangered 
the disciplince and the possible execution of my orders, 

Q Do I understand you cerrectly in that sense? If there had been 
any excesses against the disciplince of the camp, you would have punished 
these offenders? Have you actually punished some of them? 

A They were punished insofar as I reported them to my superior 
officer. 


Q What happened to the two Sturmbannfuehrere which you just mentioned? 
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A They had beth been removed, 
Q How can you interpret one statement that the guards always had 
handy 
to be muy and ready for action? 

A It is an essential duty of the guard always to be readyfor 
action. 

Q You wrete this book, entitled "Concentration Camp Oranienburg", 
which is submitted by the prosecution in Document US 423{ Are the contents 
of this book true? 

A Yes. 

Q De you still think teday that all which you have teld in this 


beok is true and right. 


A Today, I have still no reason to denounce myself from this book, 
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Q Is it true that you had trouble in Emsland because you had given more 
supplies to the prismers than you should have done?_ 

A TI was not put in court on account of this misbehavior but it is right that 
after a discussion with Landesbauernfuehrer Gruenefeld in Oldenburg I introduced 
better supplies in the camp than they worked for. 

Q Is it right that on account of your good conduct as commander of the camp 
you were appointed "Chef des Strafvollzugs des Reichsjustizministers?" (Chief of 
a commission in the Reichs Ministry of Justice.) 

A After my activity in Oranienburg I was appointed commander of the Straf- 
gefangenlager and not Chief of the Strafvollaugs. After a few conversations and 
after all circumstances had been taken into account the Prussian Minister Kerrl 
hed the intention to appoint me to that post and he had visited me at the camp 
of Oranienburg. He was obviously impressed by the cleanness and by the good order 
which reigned in that camp. 

Q What was to be understood by the conception of SA Deputy Police? Was Were 
there SA men and auxiliary policemen and which were the tasks of the SA auxiliary 
policemen? 

A The police forces which were at that time at our disposal were not thought 
sufficient in order to guarantee law and order in these times of revolution. It 
was for that purpose that the then primé minister Goering ordered that a certain 
number of police forces should be placed at the disposal of the police. I should 
like to stress particularly the point that only men who had a clean police record 
were hired for this job. Their tasks consisted in helping the ordinary policemen 
in patrol service and their task was, in a general way, that of the ordinary 


policeman. 
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Q Were also members of other organizations entrusted with these tasks or 


only members of the SA? 

A I can remember that at that time also members of the Stahlhelm and of the 
Bismarckbund were put at the disposal of the auxiliary police. 

Q What did you consider your tasks in your capacity as commander of 
Oranienburg? 

A TI thought that my main task was, in the first place, to guarantee the 
o rderly and right execution of all orders which came through from superior officers, 
I also felt responsible for the prisoners who were entrusted to me and I thought it 
one of my main tasks to guarantee them a life which would correspond as far as was 
possible to the principles of human dignity. I attended to the minor cases which 
came to my knowledge myself and I exercised a certain influence in that way that 
these prisoners which were only responsible for minor offenses were released as 
soon as possible. I can remember the following cases of which I was in charge 
where I tried to get the prisoners out of the camp as soon as possible: First, 
Burgomeister of Bernau, who was released after a few hours; then the former Burgo= 
meister of Oranienburg, Dr. Witte, then the well known German » Alfred 
Braun, and finally the State Attorney (Oberstaatsanwalt) Binder. I thought that 
these people were wrthy of being released as soon as possible. I think it ws 
due to this personal influence of mine that the major part of the prisoners were 
released Christmas. 

Q Have you also dealt with the instruction of your guards? 

A Yes. I think that it was due to my influence and this was as a matter of 
fact the purpose of my activity, that these men should be trained so that they 
would be reliable, good instruments in my hand in order to guarantee the mainten- 


ance of Law and order and discipline in the camp. 
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Q Was the camp supervised by any State Authority? 

A Yes, 

Q Who was this authority? 

A I can remember that in this supervision took part the "Regierungspraesident" 
President of the Government of Potsdam, Chief of the Police, Helldorff, Landrat from 
Niederbarnim, Dr, Weiss, and other officials of the Ministry of the Interior, 

Q Have they actually visited and inspected the camp? 

A Yes. 

Q You have written a book of the title "Concentration Camp Oranienburg", 

Why and for what purpose did you write that book? 

Q I wrote this book first, in order to enlighten and inform the German public 
opinion and secondly in order to inform the public opinion of other countries. I 
had not the intention of posing as an author but many articles which appeared in 
the press of other countries and which came to my knowledge induced me to take 
up the discussion. These articles for the major part did not correspond to reality 
and I thought that I could render a general service to humanity in fighting a 


poisoning of the public opinion of the whole world. Goering was convinced how 


later 
easily the foreign press believed; mmrkmr on I can prove for instance that the Times 


acted very loyally. When the then very popular attorney for defense, Dr. Levy, 
was released from the concentration camp of Oranienburg and afterwards emigrated to 
England he occasioned a correction in the Times and this was printed in the Times 
in a x prominent space. In this letter to the editor he corrected the statement 
that he was beaten up and mistreated in the camp of Oranienburg and he declared 
that this was not the case. To prove that the foreign press would act loyally 

and faithfully he sent me a copy of the correction in the times, 
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Q Was the book published abroad? 
A Only in Norway. My publisher in Berlin the former Mosse-Verlag but then 


Schtitzenverlag received offers for publication in England, France, and as far as 


I know also in Czechoslovakia but the offers were refused by thésg publisher, 


Q Did foreigners or other prominent persons visit the camp or have the 
opportunity of doing so? Could they see the camp and also speak to prisoners? 

A In the course of time there was a large number of foreigners who visited 
Oranienburg. There were members of the foreign press, especially Mmglish, Swedish, 
Swiss and Norwegian, as well as particularly interested private persons. In that 
connection I remember especially a very interested lady from London who, after 
she saw Oranienburg and had an opportunity to talk to prisoners freely, gave 
lectures to English society in London. Among others there was a rather large 
deputation of British ex-servicemen, a Chinese Military Mission and a large 
number of others persons, at the moment I can't remember just who they were. I 
want to emphasize that all those visitors had opportunity to ask any questions 
they liked. The lady from London, whose name I believe was Miss Bottomley, said 
"You will probably only show me what you want me to see. The rather unpleasant 
features of the concentration camp you probably won't show me." I suggested to 
her that she could move freely in the camp, open all the doors herself, speak to 
anyone to whom she liked, I even went so far as to tell her that if my presence 
was embarrassing in her conversation with prisoners she should tell me so and then 
I would whisk off, 

Q How was the food, Did you have any influence on feeding those people 
and other supplies? 

A Food was good, and plentiful. The best proof of this was the weights of 


the prisoners. 
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Q That was only the time between 1933 and 1934? 
A Yes. I can only report about that time. There were marked increases in 
the weights of the prisoners. 
Q From a sanitary point of view was the camp under continuous supervision? 
A It was continually under medical supervision by the Prussian State Authorities. 

COMMISSIONER MARTIN-HAVARD: If we will have to go into all the details 
between 1933 and 1945 the Commission will take a rather long time to examine the 
case. 

DR. BORNM: The defense holds that the camp of Oranienburg was under SA 
supervision only during the time of 1933 to the 30th of June 1934. We can only 
submit proof for that time because after that the camp was handed over to the SS. 

COMMISSIONER MARTIN-HAVARD: Would you please tell the witness not to 
go into too many details? 

DR. BORHM: TI have only to ask about four major questions. The witness 
will give evidence about camps which were guarded by SA in that form of auxiliary 
police and special police. These were criminal prisoner camps in the Moorland, 


respecively Emsland. You honor will certainly know that the accusation against 


the SA is a very serious one, that the SA was guarding concentration camps, the 


camp of Oranienburg and others. 
(A recess was taken.) 
(COMMISSIONER GEORGE R. TAYLOR REPLACED COMMISSIONER MARTIN-HAVARD) 
BY DR. BOEHM: 
Q We stopped the description of the sanitary conditions in Oranienburg. I 
wanted to ask you if there were any sanitary installations, were there doctors 


and medical installations, were the rooms heated, and so on? 
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A The camp was under continuous supervision of SA Sturmbannfuehrer Dr. Lazar. 
He was available all day. He had at his disposal a consulting room with all medical 
equipment, which was very good, On my initiative a modern latrine was built on a 
large scale; a large bathroom; large dormitories with beds, and a central heating 
plan was installed. 

Q Was there a canteen in that camp? 

A There was a canteen in the camp where the prisoners could satisfy their 
needs in every direction with exception of alcoholic drinks, They could buy 
smokes and additional food. 

Q Now I want to finish my questioning with regards to concentration camp 
Oranienburg and want to continue with the presence in Bnsland where members of the 
SA were made use of and I ask you, Mr. Schaefer, to be as short as possible. What 
was the reason to locate these prisoner camps in the Emsland? 

A When the Prussian Minister President Goering had several prison camps 
installed in the Emsland in the year 1933 they were meant for prisoners who had 
to cultivate these moors. The guards were appointed from SS and SA. They had 
police schooling and were paid by the state. One day it was noticed that the SS 
men shored a behavior, very contrary to the rules laid down, towards the prisoners 
as well as to the population of the surrounding district. This gave reason to the 
competent Gauleiter of the Nazi Party, Karl Réver in Oldenburg, to put in a com 
plaint with Goering. Therefore Goering put in police forces against the SS who 
committed excesses. Since at Christmastime 1933 many inmates of the concentration 
camp were released, the cultivation of the Bmsland with prisoners became question= 
able. Therefore Goering offered those existing concentration camps to the 


Prussian Minister of Justice, Kerrl. These were the camps of Esterwegen, Borgermoor, 


Rhede, Neusustrum and Oberlangen. These camps were meant from now on for criminal 


offenders to cultivate those moors with them. Kerrl who knew me from Oranienburg, 
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saw in my person a guarantee for the orderly execution of these cultivations. 


Therefore Kerrl suggested me as a commander of these future criminal offenders’ 


colonies. On the lst of April 1934 these camps were taken over by the Prussian 


Administration of Justice. 
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Q Therefore, there was a difference between 
the Voncentration Camp Oranienburg, and those camps named 


just now who were the Prussian Administration of Justice? 


A Yes. In Oranienberg there were only prisoners 


who were imprisoned on the basis of orders for protective 
custody. In the camps there were only people who 

broke the law and were sentenced by ordinary courts. 
Thieves, housebreakers, and others. 

Q The members of the SA who were employed 
there were therefore employees of the Prussian Adminis- 
tration of Justice? 

A Yes, 

Q Had these people the character of officials; 
so that therefore they were not active as members of 
the SA but as officials of the Reich? 

A Yes. 

Q Did the supreme leadership of the SA have 
power over the SA employed in these camps? 

A No. ‘The relationship between the supreme 
leadership of the SA and these SA men was the same as 
the relationship be tween them and those SA men who were 
economically independent or otherwise employed, pri- 
vately. Official orders were not given to these men 


because they were under the Ministry of Justice. 





Com B 


ee TY 


1200 = 1300 
18 July 1946 
Schaefer 

Q “Was the supreme leadership af the SA in 
charge of these camps in the “msland? 

A The camps were no installations of the 
Part, but purely institutions of the State. 

Q In other words, those SA men who were en= 
ployed there, were there not because they were SA men 
but, as Goering already said on the witness stand, 
because they were fit for the job? 

A “uite correct. 

*) Perheps you can make some short statement 
ebout the organization of these camps in the Emslana? 

A As commander of these camps I united per= 
sonally the office, chief of the Gaus, and chief of 
the civil administration of justice. As such I was 
Girectly subordinate to the Prussian Ministry of 
Justice. Seginning with 1935 there was in the Place of 
Pappenburg, plenipotentiary of the Ministry. 

Q Did foreigners have an opportunity to visit 
these camps, and to what extent? 

A A rather Large number of foreigners visited 
those camps and looked them over, The gentlemen of the 
International Congress for the Administration of Justice, 
I believe it was in 1936, had a survey inspection of 
the camps. Among the very noted people for International 


Administration of Justice, Dr. Kellerhals, xtgsx from 


if 
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Switzerland, fmimamimomm since the chief of the American 
State prison Sing-Sing, the most noted counsel for 
defense from Portugal, University Professor Coimbra, 
the chief of the Dutch Administration of Justice. 

All these gentlemen were full of praise about the 
installations. Then once a large deputation of Swiss 
journalists were there, lead by an official of the 
American Embassy to Berlin. Among others there was 

an inglish politician, Sir Beamish who lives in 
Hollywood and formerly, I think, lived in Rhodesia 

and he, as far as I noticed, gave a very good description 
about the installation in the States. 

Q Did you make any observations about the 
attitude of these prisoners to members of foreign 
military in connection with members of occupation who 
baled out of aircrafts? 


A Here I can quote a spcial case. An English 


bomber crew was shot down over the Camp Rhede curing 


a night flight. The rear gunner of that machine was 
seriously wounded, he was unable to free Himself from 
that machine. The aircra.t was in flames, and I could 
see myself how members of the SA saved his life, im- 
periling their own lives. TI received a telephone call 
about that, end I communicated with Dy. Engel, the SA 


doctor, who came himself and gave first eid to the 
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wounded man, and put bandages on him, and so on. In 
addition the SA men bought coffee for the captured 
mén, gave them cigarettes, and the wounded man who 

was on a stretcher asked for permission to write to 
his mother. I gave that permission and forwarded that 
letter via the German Ked Cross. Until we handed over 
these prisoners to the Wehrmacht they were regarded 

as guests of the men guarding the camp. 

% To sum up, is it correct that these camps 
in the 4msland were State institutions and not con- 
centration camps? 

A The Camp of Esterwegen was a Concentration 
Camp until the year 1956. And wes managed by the SS. 
All the others were taken over by the Prussian Ministry 
of Justice by the lst of April 1934 snd became prison 
campse Esterwegen became a prison in 1956, and was 
taken over in addition. The SS transferred their own 
concentration camp prisoners to Sachsenhausen. Both 
institutions were strictly separated from one another. 

=) You mem Oranienburg and the other camps? 

A Well, Esterwegen also, and these institutions. 

*) 4nd it is correct, too, that in these camps 
in the Emsland there were ordinary prisoners and not 
political prisoners? 


A “lmost without exceptions there were mxg@ 


ordinary criminals, apartment from a small number of 
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political prisoners who, however, were sentenced by the 
ordinary courts. But for all prisoners a sentence by a 
judge was the basis for their imprisonment. 

DR. BOEHM: I have no further questions. 


Cross examination, Col Jones? 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


BY COLGRIFFITH-JONES: 
Q You told us a story about Dr. Ludwig Levy, 
and I see your book which you wrote on the concentration 
camp that you published the letter which he wrote to 
the Times in which he says that he was never maltreated 
while in your Oranienburg Concentration Camp. Dr. Levy 
in Germany when he wrote that, wasn't he -- he was 
in Potsdam? 
Noe 
His letter -- the address given in his 
letter -- is rotsdam. 
A He formerly used to be in Potsdam; he was 
lawyer. 
a “here do you suggest he was when he wrote that 
letter? 
A I got that letter from London. 
Now, why should Dr. Levy write from London 


and put the letter hearing, Potsdam, in his letter? 
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A May I ask for permission to see that book 
for a few moments? 

(And the witness inspects the book.) 

*) Now, perhaps you can answer my question. Why 
should he write Potsdam on his letter if in fact he 
was writing from London? 

A I only know that as a matter of fact he 
wrote that article in London. 

et If in fact he was at Potsdam he is only 
some thirty miles from Oranienburgs, is he not? +s that 
right? 

A It is farther away from Oranienburg; 
but I don't knowhow to answer that question. I could 
not quite get it. 

Q bo you think if Dr. Levy had been visited by 
the Gestapo or by SA and informed that he would return 
to Oranienburg if he didn't write the letter that you 


wanted, do you think that might have produced the letter? 


A I don't think it, and furthermore I am firmly 


convinced that there was no pressure exercised on 

Yr Levy in this direction. All the more I am convinced 
that Dr Levy, whom I knew as a straightforward and 

hone st he Jeutanasa that letter in London on his 

own initiative. 


Q The article that had appeared in the Times 


had described appalling i111 treatment of prisoners 
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in your Camp at Oranienburg, had it not? You can 
enswer that yes or no. 

A Yes. The article was. 

Q And Dr. Levy's name had been mentioned as 
one of the prominent, or well-known prisoners? 

A re 

7 if you wanted to refuse the allegations which 
were contained in that article, and if Dr Levy happened 
to be living at Potsdam, the best way you could refute 
these allegations would be by a letter from pp Levy, 
would it not? 

A Yes, Dr Levy sent me this correction on his 
own initiative from London. 

Q Can you give me any explanation, can you 
offer any explanation, of why that article should have 


been written if in fact it was wholly untrue? 


A tt is very difficult to make a statement on 


that question. One answer might be, but this is my own 
guess, that some of thos: people who migrated to those 
countries were in financial difficulties, and so writing 
articles like that is a means of improving your position. 
p) This is an article, you know, by a German 
correspondent of the Times newspaper. I want you to 
listen again, while the interpreter reads out ea few 
short passages, of what that correspondent says happened 


in Oranienburg, 
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(Quoting: Translating) 
INTERPRETER:_/"At once they shouted at us and 


they told us to take pur place in the line and then 

we were forced to climb on trucks which the Nazis had 
brought along with them. ise had to leave werything. 
Whoev er did not hurry up and was not fast enough in 
climbing on these trucks were beaten with iron and rubber 
bars. “ater on the SA leaders climbed from their trucks 
whereas we followed them in our trucks. On every truck 
there was a machine gun. We were allotted on these 
trucks always with 50 SA men to ten of us. The SA men 
came from Lerlin and belonged to 3 Stuermann." 

COL GRIFFITH-JONES: Now, will you listen to the 
next quotation from the interpreter? 

(Still translating) 

THE INTERPRETER:/ "The SA told everybody that we 
were Jews and our fathers had brought on eneey ae 
many sons the war. \When the people who were standing 
around heard this they insulted us and we were beaten 
when we tried to answer." 

COL GRIFFITH-JONES: Did you ever see a thing like 
that happen in Oranienburg? 

Now, go on, interpreter -- read those other 
passages. 

INTERPRETER: "Whoever wanted to sit down was 
beaten." (Translation). 


DR BOEHM: Let him read the German text too, 


please; he's just read the English. 
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INTERPRETER: “Everybody received a small cup 
of coffee, and one piece of bread, and this was our 
first food on that day." 

COL GRIFFITH-JONES: Did you ever hear SA men 
speaking of Jews and beating them like that... I don't 
SUPpOSe SO.« 

THE WITNESS: No. 

BY COL GRIFFITH-JONES ¢ 

Q SA men never did anything like that, did 
they? 

A When these prisoners came in I was not present, 
but I know very well what the whole story was about. 

I don't want to hear your story. You told 
me it never happened, is that correct? Ur did it happen? 

A I cannot answer this question as you put it 
because I was not here. It was strictly forbidden -- 

ill treatment was strictly forbidden -- and this would 


have been ill treatment. 


Q Very well, just readén, will you, interpreter? 


(Quoting - translating): "Well known 


prisoners were beaten more frequently than others, but 
everybody got his full share especially when the Nazis came 
from the little restaurants in the neighborhood in the 
evening, then it would happen that they came into the big 


hall and some of the prisoners were then terribly beaten." 





Com B 


Take 3, page 10 
Biolsi _ | | | 
1200 = 1500 H1021 -0027 


18 July 1946 
ochaefer 


BY COL GRIFFITH=-JONES: 

a That could not have happened without your 
knowing it, could it? 

THi WITNESS: I should like to stress once more 
the fact that I do not know enything about prisoners 
being beaten and I do not helieve it. 

Q *erhaps you cen tell me now. Why should 
that German correspondent have written that, and why 
shoul«. the Times newspaper have published it, if it 
was one tissue of lies? 

A The fact that I was convinced of the absolute 
untruthfulness of this report is the fact that I had 
it printed in my book. 


Q What I want you to tell me, if you will, 


if you can, -- can you offer any explanation as to why 


that correspondent should have written it, and why 
the Times newspaper should have published.it, if it is 
all a complete tissue of lies? 

A I cannot tell you. I do not know anything 
about it. 

Q That kind of treatment was going on in other 
concentration camps under the SA, wasn't it? 

A As far as I can tell you mything about this 
problem, I can only state that as far as Oranienburg 
is concerned, never a case became a subject of war 


process, but I heard about at the trial - which dealt 
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with the concentration camp of Hohenstein, as a result 
of which high prison sentences were pronounced against 
the defendants. 

Q Did you ever heard that the Iiinister of 
Justice had complained avout the treatment of vrisoners 
by the SA in Hohenstein Concentral Camp’ 

A I only learned later that there 
trial against the guards of Hohenstein,. 

2 Let me just remind you of what was happening 
in Hohenstein: ‘The Minister of Justice writes -- and 
I refer to Document 787, US 421 -- In the camp serious 


mistreatment of prisoners has been going on at least 


since the summer of 1955. The prisoners were not only 


beaten tnto a state of unconsciousness for no reason 
with whips and other tools, but were also tortured in 


1 


other ways." Then he sets out examples of the torture. 


He describes what happened to one prisoner. The prisoner 

was led across the counter in the usual manner, held 

fast by the head and arms, and then beaten for a con- 

Siderable time by the SA men with whips and other articles. 
Lo you agree with me that it is a most 

curious coincidence that that should have been gotng on 

in Hohenstein in 1955, and that the German correspondent 

of the Times newspaper should be writing of exactly 


the same thing going on in Oranienburg? 
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A Personally, my capacity as an old SA leader -- 
i regret these conditions which I just learned reigned 
in the camp at Hohenstein, but I beg you to believe me 
that the description of Oranienburg as given in the 
articles of the Times which was mentioned here were un- 
truthful, and I beg you to take into consideration the 
fact that the persons who have given this testimony heve 
were inmates of charitable Jewish organizations in Berlin, 


and I beg you to take into consideration the fact that it 


was one of these young men who migrated to London and who 


Saw immediately ilirs. Bossenby and cl ad for money. 
These were explicitly criminal elements. With reference 
to those, Jewish charitable organizations had the greatest 
difficulties, and I may state in connection with this 
that the above mentioned Dr. Levy came to me and called 
my attention to the fact that these youns men should be 
separated from the other prisoners in the interests of 
the other prisoners, and should be placed under better 
guard. Because they constituted a danger to the other 
prisoners by their very character, 

Q Dr. Levy appears to be a very good friend 
of yours, doesn't he? 

A I cannot say this. 

Q He is warning you about dangerous Jews which 


you happen to have in your camp. I presume he is a 
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Jew himself? 

A Yes, of course, he was a Jew. 

@ 4nd then, when forei-n newspapers tell 
the world what is going on in your camp he comes 
again to your rescue and writes you a letter thet it 
is all untrue? 

A I think that was most decent of him to write 
such a letter, and all the more that he was himself 
one of the victims of that treatment, 

Q Not many Jews in “ermany would do that to 
help the SA, would they, in 1933? 

A That may be, I don't know anything about it. 

Q Unless, of course, it was thet they lived 
50 or 40 miles away from Oranienburg and were threat- 
ened with immediate reincarceration in their camp if 
they did not do what you wanted? 

A I must refute the application of such a 
method. 

COL GRIF FITH-JONES: I have no further questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Col Orlov? 

COL ORLOV: No questions. 

DR BOEHM: May L put one further question? 

TH’ COMMISSION: Yes, we have the time. 

BOEHM: 

Doyou know that the cowander and gards of 


the concentration camp Hohenstein were heavily punished 


} 
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to prison sentences because of ill treatment of 


prisoners? 


further questions. 
Very well, the witness may 
be excused. 

Col Neave wants me to ascertain whether 
there are any other SA witnesses to be heard tomorrow 
morning. 

I just learned this morning that a 
witness by the name of Dr. Wolf is here, but I cannot 
tell you whether this is the right br. Wolf. We have 
already had tw Dr. Wolfs, so I first have to inquire 
whether this is the Dr. Wolf we want here. but es far 
as I know another organization wants to hear another 
witness, even this afternoon. I do not know exactly. 

THE COMMISSIONER: “e will hear Hausser for the 
SS tomorrow afternoon at two o'clock, unless there are 
some SA witnesses that you want to hear in the morning. 
DR BOEHM: I cannot say this, as I don't know 
whether this is the right Dr. Wolf. Jt will tell you 
at two o'clock. 


THE COMMISSIONERS You will get in touch with 


Col | avy when you do ascertain. 


The Commission Adjourned 
until two o'clock. 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIM ONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZ.TIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COM ISS ION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH i OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 ILARCH 196.6 

18 July 196. 
(THE COMIIISSION CONVENED AT 1015 HcunRs.) 

COLD ISSIONERS 


Mre llartin-Havarde 


WERNER SCHAEFER, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 


THE COMMISSIONER: Raise your richt hand and repeat this oath after me: 


I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold anc add nothinge 

(The witness repeated the oath)e 

THE COMA<LSSIONER:You may be scatede 

DRe BORH!'s Before I besin the hearing of this witness, I woulc like 
to make reference to an incorrect reporting, which resulted from a quotation 
used by the prosecution on December 19, 1945, from the presentation of the book 
submitted by the proseeutsicn as Document US 32. 

THE COMMMSSIONER: fre you referring to a mistake in translation or toa 
mistake in reporting? 

DR. BOEH?!s: I refer to a nistake in translation. A translation of the 
book "Concentration Camp Ormienburs" by SA Sturmbannfuehrer Schaefer on pare 65 

prosecution claims that the quotation iss: "Among those SA men were those 
who were the most trusted and who were the toughest followers, they were used 
s guardsmen and were given residence in the campe By this measure it was 
designed to have permanent cuards and a staff of experienced guards who were 
constantly prepared to be employed," 

The actual text of the question is as follows: "The most reliable and 
oldest Si men were selected to serve as a pemanent cuard amd to take residence 
within the canpe By that method we created a staff of experienced and always 
ready cuardsmene The sentence, which is ccntained in the other translation, 
that is the "Touchest" men were used for guardsmen is not contained in the 


orisinal and cannot be concluded fror the contents of the document. It is 2 


correction of translation of the quotation used by the prosecution on December ]J 
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195, to the effect that the toughest and the roughest followers were used as 
muardsnen and police ai this pointe 
COLONELJONES: Iwoculd like to say one word on thate It may be that it is 


due to an error in the translation, however, in the English version of that 


evhibit, which is PS 282), the word "toughest" is not used, nor can any sense 


of "toughness" be read into the English translation. The only adjectives being 


used are "the most trusted and fittoste" 

DR. BOHM: The only means that I em employ are the criginal book and 
the minutes of the mecting of December 19th. I say the translation is 
incorrect as the words "the toushest" do not appear on the originale 

IRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. BOEHM: 

Q What is your vocation? 

A Iam a Regicrungsdirektor in the administration of Justices 

Q And at the end, you were commander of the administration of criminal 


~ 
penal institutions Emslande Jere you a member of the Nazi party or any of its 


orrmigations? 

4 Yes, since 1928 I was amember of the party and since then too I have 
belonged to the Sie 

Q Since when did you hold the rank of an SA Oberfuehrer? 

A. Since 19386 

Q Yhen were you commandant of the concentration camp Oranien>urg? 

Since March, 1933 until Ilarch 193 inclusivee 
Then was that camp built? 

The camp was built in March of 19336 

By whose initiative was it built? 

A The camp was created by order of the SA Standarte 208 I think at 
that time I was ordered by the Commandant SA Stancartenfuehrer, who had 
explained to me that he had received his instructions from the competent SA 
group, Which in turn hac received its orders from the Prussian Minister of the 
Interior and Prussian linister Presidente 

Who was the cuard of that camp? 


SA nen, who were made deputy policemen for that purposcee 


Did those men have to undergo certain exeminations as to their fitness 
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for such guard duty or could any S.\ men serve in thatfuncticn? 

A Those candidates were exartinc’ as to their previ~us career anc their 
character and the police had te testify that there was no elements of any 
kind acainst there In regard to your sceond questimn, I should state that not 
every SA man be@ame an assistant policeman -- only the examined SA men and only 
they in a limited number were mace available to tho police as assistant policemen 
They were characterized by a wide arn band, which was stanped by the police force 

Q Would that mean that those people were supervised and under the orders 
of the police? 

K Yes, they were made availa>le to the police in their fimcticn as SA men 

Q And for how long a period of time in that case? 

A It was a temporafy measure taken at that timee 

Q Is it correct that that measure was in effect only from March, 1933, 
until the f all of 193h? 

A As fer as I can remember that is correct and that nethod was used only 
during that period of time. 

Q Vere you commandant of the concentrati n camp Ormienburg in your 
capacity as a mem>er of the Si or rather as a mevber cf the acministration of 
the state and police? 

4 At that time I was competent leader of the SA Sturmbam Oranienburs 
and therefore I was requested to serve as commandant of that cape However, I 
was told that I had been taken into considerati-n anc was a candidate for office 
in the German State Police in Berling I was told by the SA Standartenfuehrer 
Schulze-\Wechsungen that I was expected to fumction efficiently in that capacity 


police worlce 


4 


Since I had experience in 
% What category of prisoners were kept in the Camp Orm ienburs? 

A There was a varicty of prisoners. First, there was a group of 

political enemies, which we called activists 3 secondly, there was arroup cf 

National Socialists who had been put into the carp because they had violated 

party discipline. Also ve kept in Oranicnburg inforrers who arainst their better 

knowledge had reported personal enerics at that tine. There was also kept there 


a small croup of foreigners, who vere sympathizers with the Nazi party anc they 


were kept there because one anticipated difficulties in the ficld of forcirn 


relatios on their behalf, If you are interested, I do remember two names, 


one was the hetman of the Ukraine, Poltavitz-Ostrmitza and he was a leader of 
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the Ukraine. There was also a leader of the Russian Naticnal Socialistic croup 
at that time, whose nare I cannot renerhber unfortunatelye 

Q You mentioned before that there was in the camp Naticnal Socialists 
who had violated the party distiplinee that was the nature of those viclations 
of discipline? 

4. At that time it had become necessary to put a stop, under any circurs 
stances, to all individual excesses, nevertheless individual cases of such 
excesses dic take place and they wre punished immediately by arrest and those 
people were put in the canpe 

Q Would you count among thos individual cases the so-called Linzelaktionen 
This means individual excesses as directed asainst Jews? 

4 Yes, I remember a case in which two SA leaders were involvede They 
were Truppfuehrer Wessels and they wore both put in the concentration carip 
Oranienburg because they had beaten a member of the Jewish race and this took 
place in Unter Den Linden in Berlin, 

Q What was the leral basis for being put into the concentration camp 
Orenienburs? 

44 The police issued an order that the individual shovld be put into 
protective custody. 

Q It was therefore a police measure? 

A Yese 


Q For what kind of work were the people who worked in protective custody 


4. They were used for all kinds of domestic activities and similar work 
in the camp and for the cultivation of the soil in Oranienburg and in surrouncing 
placese 

Q Were these prisoners badly ticcted by the ruards? 

\ Bad treatment was strictly forbiddene 

Q Did you, in your capacity as cormandant of the camp, receive any 
tomplaints from the prisoners in regard to bad treatment? 

4 I cannot renember any individual complaints. 

Q Have you heard or did you have any Imowledge or complaints on any 


situations, which would not be permis sible? 


A In my capacity as commandant of the camp, I took carh personally of 
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psaints and I dealt personally with these complaints. I can remenber I 


ived so mnlai ; ; 
received some complaints in this respecte 


Q Do de 1 ric I 
I understand rightly you have hada knowledge of incividual cases 


of bad treatment? 


4. Yes -- individual CASES» 
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Did you take any measures acainst these imnediatcly? 
Yese 
Were there any executions in the cai during the time the cx) wos 


eo 


cuarced by members of the SA? 


A 


A No and no one wasplaced before a firinz squad because of attciupted 


; aS you were cormandant of the camp, were there any nachines 
for torturins prisoners oF exterrinatine then? 
vhen you left your post as commandant of the post, who suerced the 
camp afterwards? 
When I left the camp, menbcrs of the SA continucd their activitics, 
but after June 13, 193 the SS took ovore 

Q fhe prosecution has submitted Documont 423 and I quote fron pac 
1550 of the minutes of Decenbor 19, 1945: “mong the menbers of the Si, those 
were sclected who were most trustworthy and who wore the tcurchest comrades , 
they were sclected as suards and billeted in the camp. First, it ves tho 
general idea to have permanont cuar . and a staff of oxpericnees 
would always be ready for action." As I have alroacy nentiaed t 
quotation is wronc, however, in the bo vinnins you were the first cco:mandcant 
of the camp? 

Yes, I was, 

Q Dick you want to give to this quotation the sense it shovld have and 
not as quoted frem the minutes of December 19, 19):5? 
purpose of your mentioin: this fact on Pase 65 of your book? 

A This was not my purposo. The worcs trustworthy was only reforred 
to in the personality of the Sh men in question. I have alreacy nontioned 
in the berinmning, these men were solected accorc n; to their polico record and 
according to their past. They hac really to bo alricht. In this sonsc, I 
attempted to express their trustworthiness and rcliability. 

Q For vhat length of time were these camps intende:? 


It was only provisional measures. We hac no special tin 
We considered these canps 2s an instrument which would only last as 
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was necessary tc consclidatc the situation at that tinc. 

Q Dic you, on the rround possible oxecsses, punish cuards at the 
camp? 

I can remember in 1933 that two Si. Sturmbannfuchrers, vho had been 

assigned’ to a camp in Berlin to Graf Helldorf, who was at that timc in 
of that scoction. These cases wore not really scrious offenses. It 
2 violation of the camp discipline. They cid not exceute the ord 
save then and in the long run they would have endanrered the discipline 
possible execution of ny orders. 

Q Do I understand you corrsctly in that scnsc? If there hac been 
any excesses arainst the discipline of the camp, you would have punished these 


Have you actually punished some of then? 


They were punished insofar as I reported than to ny superior 


What happenedc to the tvo Sturnmbannfuchrers which 

They had both been removec.e 

How can you interpret one statonent that the cuards alvays 
handy andreacy for acticn? 

A It is an essential duty of the suard always to bercacy for action. 

Q You wrote this bock, entitled "Conecntration Camp Oranicnburs", 
which is submitted by the presecution in Document US 423. Are the contonts 
of this book truc? 

[CS e 

Q Do you still think today that all which you have told in this b< 
is truc and richt. 

Today, I have still no reason to denounce myself from this book. 

Q Is it truce that you had trouble in Ensland becalse you had given 
supplics to the »risoners than yeu should have donc? 

I was not put in court on account of this misbehavior but it is 
richt that after a discussion with Landesbauernfuchrer Gruecnefeld in Olcenbure 
I introduced better supplies in the caap than they worked for. 

Q Is it richt that on account of your good conduct as coma 


1 


comp you wore appointed "Chef des Strafvollzurs dos Reichsjustizninistors 2" 
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(Chicf of a camtission in the Reichs ilinistry of Justicc.) 

After ny activity in Oranicnburs I was appointed commancer of the 
Strafsefancenla-er and not Chic? of the Strafvolizu:s. After a fow 
conversations and after all circums+-nees had been taken into account the Prussi 
ifinister Korrl had the intention to ppoint ne to that post and he head visited 
ne atthe camp of Oranicnbur:. He was chviously impressed by the ¢leanness 
and by the food order which reirned in that CaLIp. 

Q hat ws to be uncdorstood by the conception of SA De puty Police? 
Were there Si men and auxiliary policomon anc which were tho tasks of the SA 
auxiliary policconen? 

The police fcrees which were at that tinc at cur isposol wore 
thousht sufficicnt in order to suarantee low and order in these tines of 
revolution. It ws for that purpose that the then »rino 

ertein number cf policc forces should be placed at th 
I should like to stross particularly the pcint that only mon 
a clean police record were hired for this jcb. Their tasks consistc? 

elping the ordinary policomcn in >atrol sorvice an’ their task WaS, in a 
senoral way, that of the ordinary policcnan,. 

Q Were also members of othor or-anizations ontrusted with these tasks 
or only members of the SA? 

I can renicrbor that at that tine also monbers of the Stahlheln and 
of the Bismarckbund were put at tho disposal of the auxiliary policc. 


What cid you consider your tasks in your capacity as commander of 


I thourht that ny main task was, in the first place, to suarantce 
the orcerly and richt execution of all orders which came throuch fron superior 
officcrs. I also feltrcsponsible for the >risoners who wore entrusted to ne 

ou:ht it one of my main tasks to suarantce them 2 life which weuld 
correspond as far was possible to the principles of human dirmity. I 
attended to the minor cases which cane to ny knowled=c myself and I eoxerciscd 
a certain influence in that wey that these prisoners which wort 
for minor offenses wore released as soon as possible, I ean romenbder 


followins cases of which I was in ch..°c where I tricd te sot the prisoners 
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of the camp Mm as pos ee are 5° “omeister of Bernau, who was 
reloased aft fow hours then the forner Burcaacisteor of Oranicnburs’, 
Dre Witte, thon the well known Gornsn fred Broun, ond finally 
the State Attorney (Oberstaatsanwalt) Bind L thoucht that these - 
were worthy of boins released as soc possible I think it was 
this perscnol influence of mine that the major >art of the >rison 
roleascd Christmas. 

you also cealt with the instruction cf your cuar? 

I think that it was cue to my influcnce 

nattcr of fact the purpose of my activity, that these men should be trainc? 
so that they would be reliable, sood instruments in my hand in order to 

aintenance of law anc order anc discipline in the camp. 


las the camp supervised by any State authority? 


Who was this authority? 
I can remember that in this supervision took part the 
"Resicruncsp l £ t is" of Potsdan, Chicf of the 
Police, Helldorff, Lonirat fron Niecderbarniz “Ciss, and other officials 
of the liinister cf the Interior, 
Q Rave they actually visitsd :nd inspected the cam? 
YeSe 
Q You have written a book of the title "Concentration Carn Oran 
viny and for what purpose did ym write that book? 
I wrote this book first, in order to enlichton and inform the German 


public opinion ands ccondly in orjer to inform the public opinion of other 


not the intcntion 


‘sie to take up the discussion. These articles for the major 


ue 


not corrospond toreality and I thought that I could render a soneral 


w 


service 
huuanity in fichtine a poisonins of the public opinion of the whole world. 
Goerin™ was convinced how easily the fo reign press believed; later on I can 


prove, for instance, that the Tincs acted vory loyally. When the then very 


popular attorney for <cfense, Dr, Levy, wos released fran the concentraticn 
2547 





aes NN 


of Oranienburs and afterwards onigratcd to Snc¢land he occasioned a 
correction in the Times anc this was printed in the Times in a prominent spacce 
In this letter to the editor he corrected the statement that he was beaten up 
ond mistreated in the caup of Oranionvurs anc he declared that this was nct 


» a ; ra v7, and aj thhfully 
the case. To prove that the foreicn press would act loyally and faith J 


he sent me a copy of the correction in the Times. 





x secabhesiecaes i 


\Jas the book published abro 
4e Only in Norwaye My publisher in Berlin the former Mosse-YVerlar but 
then Schiitzenverlar recoived offers for publication in En-land, France, and as 
for as I know also in Czechoslovakia but the offers were refused by thie 
publisher. 

Did foreirners or other prominent persons visit the camp or have the 
opportunity of doint so? Could they see the camp and also speak to prisoners? 
ite In the course of time there was a larre number of foreirners who 

visited Oranienburr. There were mouuoers of the foreirn rress, especially 
En-lish, Swedish, Swiss an‘ Norwerian, as well as particularly interested 
private persons. in that connection 1 remember especially a very intercestec 
lacy from Lonton who, ofter she saw Ornnienburr and had an opportunity to talk 
to prisoners freely, gave lectures to En -lish society in London. 4monz others 
there was a rather larre deputation of British exeservicement, 2 Chinese 


1 


Military Mission and 


fat 


a larre number of other rnersons, at G mo can't 


remember just who they worce I want to emphasize thet all those visitors had 


9 


ypportunity to ask any questions they liked. The lade from London, whose name 
I believe was Miss Bottomley, said “You will probably only show me what you 
want me to see. The rnther unpleasant features of the concentration camp you 
probably won't show mee" I suggested to her that she could move freely in the 
camp, open all the doors herself, speak to anyone to whom sho likode I even 
went so far as to tell her that if my pr sence was emharrassing in her cone 
versation with prisoners she shx tell me so ant then I wovld whisk off. 

Qe How wns the food. Dic you have any influence on feeding those peonle 
anc. other supplies? 
was mood, and plentiful. The best proof of this was the woirhts 
of the prisoners. 

Qe That was only the time betweon 1933 an1 1934? 

I can only report about that tim: There were marked increases 
in the weights of the prisonerse 


From a sanitary point of view was the camp under contimious suner- 


vision? 
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It was continually under ~ “ical sunervision by tho Yrussian State 
“authorities. 

COMMISSIONER MARTINeHAVARD: If we will have t> ro into 211 the details 

between 1933 and 1945 the Commission will take a rather lonz time to examine 


the camee 
DR. BOEHM: The defense holds thxt the camp of Oranienburg was 
supervision only curing the time of 1933 to the 30th of June 1954. 
only submit proof for that time because 
to the SS, 

MARTINe@HAVARDs © you plense tell the witness not 
go into too many details? 

I hve only to ask about Pour major 
will give evidence about camps which were guarded by 
ouxiliary police and special policee These were criminal prisoners cams in 
the Moorlanc, respectively Emslande Your honor will vertainly know that the 
accusation against the SA is a very scrisus one, that the SA was euarding cone 
centration camms, the camp of Yranienburg and othcrse 

(A recess was taken) 
(COMMISSIONER GEORGE R. TAYLOR REPLACED COMMISSIONER M.RTIN-HAVARD) 

DY DR. BOE: 
pec the description of the sanitary concitions in Oranien>burr,. 


fe stor 


I wanted to ask you if there were any sanitary installations, were there 


9 


Coctors anc mecical installations, were the rooms heated, an 


The comp was under continucus supervision of Si. Sturmbannfuchrer Dr. 


“a e 
Lazare Ue was available all daye He had at his 
with o11 medical equipment, which was very gocce On my initiative a mo? 


latrine was built on a large scale; a large bathroom; large dormitories 


seds, anc a central heating p was installed. 


\%e Was thers a canteen in that camp? 
4ie There was a canteen in tho camp where the vrisoners could 


their needs in every direction with exception of alcoholic drinkse 


buy smokes and acditional foode 


Ou 
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QO Now I want to finish my questioning with resarcs to concentration 


camp Oranienburr anc want to continue with the presence in Emsland where 


wr. 


mombors of the SA were made use of and I ask you, Mr. Schaefer, to be 18 


18 possible. .hat was the reason“ losate these prisoner camps in the 


chen the irussion Minister sresident Goering had several prison 
cams installed in the Emsland in the year 1953 they were meant for prisoners 
who hat to cultivate those moorse Tue guards were anpointed from S ane Si. 
They had police schooling ond wore paid by the state. One day it wns noticed 
that the SS men showed a behavior, vory contrary to the rules laid cow, to- 
prisoners as well as to the population of tre surr un“ing Ccistricte 
This gave reason t> the competent Gauleiter of the Nazi 
Oldenburgz, to sut in a complaint with Goerine. Therefore 
police forces against the SS who committed excesses. Since at Christmas 
1933 many inmates of the concentration eomp were released, the cultivati 
the Emslanda with mrisoners became questionable Thercfore Gocrinr 


xistine concentr=tion camp the frussian Minister of Justice, Kerrl,. 
These were the camps of Esterwege Borezermoor, Rhete, Neusustrum anc 

loancene These camns were meant from now on for criminal 

cultivate those moors with theme Kerrl who knew me from Oronicnburr, saw in 
my person a cuarantee for the orderly exccution of these cultivationse 
Therefore Kerrl surrcsted mo as a commander of these future criminal offenters 


colonicse On the Ist of “pril 1934 these camps were takne over by the 


Prussian Administration of Justicce 
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e Pherefore, there was a cifference between the C.ncentraticn Camp Oranien 
burg, and those camps named just n.w who were the Prussian Administration of 
Justice 7 

In Oranienburg there were only prisoners whe were imprisoned 
on the basis of orders for protective custodye In the camps there were only 
,»eople who brcke the law anc were sentencec by crcinary courtse Thieves y 
housebreakers, anc. others, 

te «6The members cf the Ss who were empl yed there were therefore employees 

he Frussian Administration of Justice ? 
YeSe 
Had these people the character f cfficialss s¢ that therefore they 
nt active as members of the SA but as officials of the Keich ? 
Yese 

%e id the supreme leadership of the Sa have ,-cwer -ver the Sa employed 
in these can,s 7? 

fag = N The relationship between the supremc leadersniz of the SA end 
these inen was the same as the relaticnship between them anc those 
who were economically independent ver otherwise em, loyecy ,Yivately. Officia’ 
orders were not given to these mon because they were uncer the ‘‘inistry of 
Justicee 


supreme leadership; of the Sa in charve of these cams in the 


Ae The camps were no installations of the. Fart, but purely institutions 
the S,atee 
»e §4In other words, those SA sen why were employed them,were there nt 
because they were SA men but, as Goering alreacly said on the witness standg 
because they were fit for the jb ? 
wuite correcte 
Perhaps you can make some short statement about the organization 
camps in the Emsland ? 
As commander of these camps I united personally the office, chicf 


and chief of the civil administration of justice. 
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such I was directly subordinate to thé irussi an Ministry of Justicce 
einnin: wit 1935 t ere was in the place uf Tappenburi,y plenipotentiary 
the Ministrye 
Did forcieners have an opportunity to visit these camps, and to what 
extent ? 
ae & rather lange number of foreicners visited th se cams and locked the 
overg The centlemen of the International Coneress for the Administration of 
Justice, I believe it was in 1936, hac survey inspection of the camps. Amon 
the very nected ,eople for Internaticnal Administration cf Justice, Ur. 
Kellerhals, from Switzerland, since the chief cf the American State prison 
SinceSin., the most n ted cornsel for defense from Fortugal, University 
Frofessor Coimbra, the chief of the butch Administration of Justices 
411 these zentlemen were full of prai bu he installations. ‘+hen once 
a large deputation of Swiss journalists were there, lead by an official of tl 
Americen Embassy fo Berling Among others there was an En¢lish politician, 
Sir Deamish whe lives in Hollywood anc formerly, I think, lived in Fhoccsia 
and he, as far as I noticed, gave a very good description about the installa. 
tion in the States. 
se id you make any observations about the attitude of these prisoners ty» 
members of foreign military in connection with members of occupation who 
baled out of aircrafts ? 
tue Here I can quote a special case. An Envlish bomber crew was shot down 
over the Camp Rhede during a nicht flizht. The rear sunner cf that machine 
was seriously wounded, he was unable to free himseif from that machine. The 
aircraft was in flames, and I could see myself how members of the SA saved 
I received a telephone call. abcut tha 
anc I communicated with Dre Enzel, the Sa doctor, who came himself anc gave 


first aic ts the wounded man, and put bandaces on him, anc so one In ard 


the SA men breught coffe for the captured men, ave them cigarettes, anc 


wounced man who was on a stretcher asked for permission to write to his 
there I zave that permission anc ofrwarded that letter via the German 
Until we handed over these prisoners to the Wehrmacht they were 


cuests of the men -uarding the campe 
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Ge To sum up, is it correct that these camps in the Emslanc. were §,ate 
institutions anc not concentration camps ? 

ise the Camp of Esterwc-en was a Concentration Camp until the year 1936. 
And was manaecd by the SS. All the cther s were taken over by the irussian 
VMinistry of Justice >y the lst of April 1934 an. became prison cams. Es- 
terwe en becamc 2 prison in 1936, an’ was taken over in accditione The $8 
trensferre¢. their own ccncentration camp ,risoners to Sachsenhausene Both 
institutions were strictly separated from one another. 

je You mean Oranicnburg and the other camps ? 

due Well, Esterwe. cn also, an’ these institutions. 

e anc it is correct, too, that in these cams in the Enslanc there were 
ordinary ;risoners an.! n.t political prisonrs ? 

Ae Almost without exceptions there were ordinary criminals apartment 
from a small number of political prisoners whey however, were sentenéec 
by the ordinary courtse ‘Dur for all prisoners a sentence by a jucge was 
the tasis for their imprisonpente 

;OLHMsg I have no further questions. 


COMMISSIONER: Cross examination, Gcl Jones ? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 

DY COL. GRIFFITH JONES $ 
Ge You told us a story about Dr. lucwig Levy, anc I see your book which 
you wrote on the concentration camp that you published the letter which he 
wrete to the Times in which he aays that he was never maltreated while in 
you Oranicnburg Concentration Campe Dr. Levy was in Germany when he wrote 
that, wasn't he <= he was in Potsdam ? 

ibe 

His letter =. the address given in bots: lame 

He formerly usec to be in Potscams ; was a lawyere 

Where Go you suzvest he was when he wrote that 

I got that letter from London. 

Now, why should Dr. Levy write from Loncen anu put the letter hearin; 


damy in his letter ? 
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y IL ask for permission t. see that book for a few moments ? 


(Arid the witness ins;ects the bc ke) 


can answer my questione “hy showld he write rcbscam 

on his letter if in fact hc was writing from Loncon ? 

Ae I only know that as a matter of fact he wrote that article in Loncon. 

(e If in fact he was at ictsdan he is only some thirty miles from Oraniene 
pur, is he not ? Is that right ? 

ie Yos, It is farther away from Oranienbur but I con't know how te answ 
that question. I could not quite 

Ge Do you think if Dr. Levy ha been visitec by the Gestapo or Sy Sa anc 
informed that he woulc roturn to Oranicnbur if he cicn't write the letter 
that you wanted, do you think that mi ht have ;rocucec the letter ? 

I don't think it, anc furthermore,I am firmly convincec that there was 
no pressure exercised on Dre Levy in this cirectione All the more I am con- 
vinced that Dre Levy whom I knew as a strai htforward anc honest man wrote 
that letter in London on his own initiative. 


e article that hac appeared in the Times hac. a 


breatment of prisoners 
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+ Oranicnbury,, hac 
Tho article was 
inc Ur, Levy's nae 
welleimovm prisoners? 
Lose 


If you wanted to refusc 


end if Dr, Lovy ha: 


Londone 
Can you give me any exp 
of why that articlo should have 
is vory difficult to 
answer 
nicratod 


articlos 


to 


Vraniconbur se 


INTERPRETER: (Quoting: Tren 


ro our place i 


uclks which the Nazis had bre 


sr las . _— - neA ae a Fa * 
ovorythinjs, «.hocver did not hur: 


on these trucks wore boaton witn 


mn 


it not? You oon answo- that yos or noe 


of tho prominont, or 


is 


the allegations which wore containod in 
4 to bo living at Potsdan, the Uost 


would vy by a lottor from Dr, Lovy, 
ction on his ovmm initiative fron 


lenation, can you offer ony oxplanation, 
wholly untruc? 
tonont on that 
adifficultios, ond so writing 


ee aye eA ~ , 
rman correspondont of tho 


liston agein, whilo the intorprotor roads 


te \ ‘ . 7 
sloting) "At once they shoutod at us 


n the linc and then we wore forced to climb 
ucht along with thor. ce had to leave 
‘y up ond was not fast onouzh in climoin 


en eee 2 ? ’ = ee F 
Lron and UD c a on the SA 


loaders climnbod from thoir trucks whereas wo follcwod thon in our trucks, 


On ovory truck there was a machi 
always with 30 
lclonged to 3 Stuormann," 
COL. GulFFITH JONES: 
the intorprot er? 
TI INTERPRETEK; (Still tr 


our fathers had br 


NO {Ulle Tore tted these trucks 


TH, ra a - nO” = “~ - 
The SA mon camo from Borlin and 


you listen to the next quotat 


ons lating "Tho SA told everyuoody thet we 
~~ or 


ought on Gormany and their many so 
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“hon the people who were standing sround heard this thoy insultoc us 
wo wore beaten whon wo tricd to answore" 

COLe GAIFFITiIeJONES: Did you over sce a thing like that happen 
Orsnicnvury? 

Mow, go on, interpreter -- road those other passagose 


THTRUPRETER: "“Choever wanted to sit dow was beaten." 


(Trens lation) 
Lot hin road the German text too, pleaso; he's just read 
the English. 
TNTERPRETEL: "Everybody reccived a sriall cup of coffoc, and ono picco 
of broad, and this 
COble GRIFFITH-JONES: Did you over hear SA mon speakingof Jows and »oatin 
thor: like thateee I don't supposo soe 
Hi \ITNESS: Noe 
BY COLe GAIFPITH=JOWES : 
SA mon never < anything 
hen these prisoners cance in I i prosox i Ww very woll 
what theo whole story 
I don't want to hear your stor} 10 n r happoned, 
is thot correct? Or did it hap 
4A I cannot answor this question as you put it »bocause I was not herce 


It was strictly forbicdor i troatuont was strictly forbiddon -= md 


Very woll, just road o Wi yous intorprotor? 
TTT DOM ene Yen ie i pe ae Re eae ee 
AO Wh raap ee oD) its Ab is 4 in ~ULtlis : soll xNownNn 

pus overyjocy got his 


restaurants in the 
noighsorhcod in tho cvening, then would hapvon that they canc into the 
nali and sone of the prisoners thon terribly boaten,." 
oY COL. GRIFFITH- 
Q That could not have happonec without your knowing it, could 


THE VITNESS: I should liko tross once more the fact that 


anything about priso: cing Deaton and I do not Sclicve ite 


Borhops you can toll mo how. ‘hy should that Yerman correspondent 


ton that, ond why should the fiues nowspapor have published it, if it 


lics 
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A a 
Pe Be 


The 


roport is tho fact that I had it 


act thet I was convinced of the 


li 


MI 


H1021-0052 


n 
wei 


Ssolute urtruthfulness of this 


printed in my vock. 


“whet I wont you to tell mo, if you will, if you crn, -= can you 


offcr any omplanation as to why 


end why the Times nowspaper should have pu» 


tissuo of liocs? 


I cannot toll youe 


That kind of troatnon: 


a G ae 
under tho Si, wasn t it? 


toll yc 


stato thot 


of war process, but I hoard 


concentrati 


wore pronounced « 


9) 


6 


Did you over hear that 


a 
» 


the treatient of prisoncr 


> 


i 
e8 


only lcarne 


Let mo just romind you 


prisoners 
unconsciousness for no reason 
tortured Then 


pponed 


cowitor in the usual man 
ravzlo tinc 
aGree % 

should 


poon going 


correspondent of the Times nowsps 
on in Oranicnbur;? 

vorsonally, ‘ny ¢ 

onditi 


ae 


co 


you to 


I do not know 


‘ 
woe eae 
WOaS GOLnS 


Oranion sur; 


on carp of Kohonstcin, as 


goainst the defondan‘ 


- a & +45 
y tho Wie LN 


later that thore 


apacity as 
ions which I just learned roigned in the c 


2eliove no thet tho description of Oranionburg as civon in tho 


that correspondent should have wri 


a 


lished 1G, ££ it 2 


s 


omything 2 


on in othor concentration canps 


222} about this prowlom, Ic 


. 
& 


is concerned, nover a casc sunjoct 


the trial » which dealt with the 


ral 


a] 
Pas 


result cf which high prison scnt 


cnecs 
-2 
Ve & 


tho linistor of Justice had complained about 


Uohoustoin Caxrp? 


i ell 


Concentration 


had “con a trial against tho guards 


of what wos happoning in Hohenstoins The 


I yrofer to e- In 


= 
loast s 


ince 


veaton into a state 


but wore 


ho sots cut oxamples of t 


the torturce 


prisoner was led across 


bea 


ms, and thon ten 


icles, 


icst curious coincidence that that 


and that the Gorran 


ever should be writing of oxactly tho sane 


+5 
o 


on old Sa loader -- I regret thoso 


anp 


at Hohonstcin, but I Leg 
’ =) 


orticl 


ll 


s 
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of tho Tinos vhichwas montionod hore were untruthful, anc IT do; you to take 
into considoration the fact that the persons who have givon this tostirony 


hero wore innates of charitavle Jowish orgenizations in Sorlin, and I bog 
you to take into consideration tho fact thet it was ono of those young mon 
who micrated to London and who saw immediately | Ise Dossonby onc cheated 
ith roforonce to 
and I 
may state in connection with this tho’ $ tho ascve nentioned Ur, Lovy cane 
to me and called my attention to the fact that ti young men should be 
separated from the other prisoners in the intcrests of tho other prisoners, 
ond should be placed under better cuarce Jocause they constitute 
dongor to the other prisorers by their vory charactcre 
Dr. Lovy appears to be a very goud friend of yours, dcoosn 
I cannot say thise 


is worming you about dengerous Yows which you happon 
b y PE 


’ swt a 7 
I presume he is a 


apers tell the world 


your roscuo and writes you 


think that wo 
the SA, would thoy, 


now anything &d out ite 
was that they lived SO or <9 miles 
onourg and were threatenod with imuodiate reincarcora 
did not 
nust 
COL. GXIFFITH-JONES: 


THE COiMISSE ONER: Cole Orlov? 


COLe OnLOV: No questionse 


Dite DOEMLis Mey I put one furthor quostion? 
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Ti COUZTSSIO Yes, we have the tirce 
DY Dite DOB Is 
Do you know thet the c onmandor and guards of the concentration ear. x» 


Hohonstoin were heavily punished to prison sontencos cocauso of ill treatment 
nf 


of prisonors? 
i, Yous 
Dit-e JOHHIis No further questicnse 
THE COIMRISSIONER: Very well, the witness may be excused. 
cave wants me to ascortain whother there are ony othcor SA 
to bo heard tomorrow mornings 
ROEM: I just is morning that a witness by the ne of 


is hore, but I cannot tell whether this is © cht Dr, Wolf, 


lo have already had two [ wil I first have to inquire whothor this 


is tho Dr, Violf wo want here, But as faras I kmow another 


ran 8s 


hear snother witness, cvon this aftornoon, not know oxactlye 


COMMISSIONER: Jc will hoar Hausser for the S omnorrow afternoon 

o'clock, sre are somo SA witnessos > hon: 
mornin;*e 

Die DOEMM: 


right Dr. Jolf. 


THE COMMUISSI ONBit: 


Neave when you do 


Sion adjourned until two 


ond correct transcript 
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